2026 Cactus Classic  -  Ben Avery Range Phoenix Arizona 3-7/8-2026

This years Cactus Classic started off with 2 days of practice on Thursday and Friday. We also had a barbecue dinner on Friday evening at witch time merchandise was distributed from donations from Sponsors of the match. Attendees name went into a hat and when your name was selected you to went to the merchandise tables and chose a certificate or item. 

The practice days were a challenge if you were search for the right powder charge or seating depth; if you had that down it was maybe a good time to practice wind reading and holding off putting bullets into a competitive group. Practice days the temps ranged from 49 degrees to 71. The wind was at times 7 to 15 mph with gusts to 30 mph on Thursday and 25 mph on Friday. 

The Match started off with the Light Varmint Class. We had 65 shooters who stayed and braved the winds. Opening up the match shooting a .199 (small group for match #1) was Eric Stanton fro Oregon.  In looking over the match report I am compelled to point out what relatively new shooter Jarrod did in his first 3 targets. He started the match shooting a 1.002; that wasn’t he worst group in match #1 as there were 15 other shooters that shot bigger groups. What I feel is really a testament to Jarrods competitive drive is his next 2 groups were .171 (small group match #2) and a .175 in match #3. Super come backs that helped put Jarrod into the top half of the standings. Shooting small group for this yardage was a .121 shot by Courtney Sorenson in match #3.  Winning the yardage was Jim Wheeler with a .2876. Jim was the only shooter the shoot under .3 for the yardage.
2026 Cactus Classic Light Varmint 100 Yard Champion    Jim Wheeler.

1.  Jim Wheeler  .2876


2.  Ed Adams  .3082

3.  Lou Murdica  .3516


4.  Kendal Hughes  .3516

5.  Doug Ruble  .3556



6.  Joel Nader  .3568

7.  Bob Hamister  .3652


8.  Lester Bruno  .3658

9.  Eric Stanton  .3662



10.  Michael Zeman  .3720

Honorable mention goes to Chuck Miller shooting a .3866, the last of the shooters to stay under 4 tenths.

After a lunch break we shot the Heavy Varmint Class. The wind let up a little bit and the gusts weren’t as frequent or strong as what we experienced in the morning. 

Starting off the match and shooting small group for match #1 was Kendall Hughes shooting a .171. Winning the 100 yard aggregate was old timer who hasn’t shot very much competition in the last 5-6 years was Butch Fjoser. Butches start wasn’t what you would expect by the the eventual winner; he shot a .475. He came back really well shooting three very competitive groups and one great one; a .098 in match #3.  Another shooter who was shooting his first register match was reloading just behind me on another bench. Over the previous couple of days I could hear some of his conversations with his shooting friend. What I enjoyed was the enthusiasm that was evident in his conversations. He started the aggregate off way behind. That didn’t get him down. From that point on for the next few targets he set his goal of finishing top 10 in the aggregate, a real challenge but attainable with some good competitive shooting. The end of this; he achieved his goal of finishing in the top 10, surly helped by shooting a .108 group in match #4. I for one enjoyed the enthusiasm and energy that Bob Wahl expressed when he achieved his goal. 
2026 Cactus Classic Heavy Varmint 100 Yard Champion    Butch Fjoser

1.  Butch Fjoser  .2544


2. Ed Adams  .2656

3.  Kendal Hughes  .2692


4.  Jim Wheeler  .2706

5.  Cameron Snow  .2742


6.  Jarrod Hahn  .2940

7.  Gary Ocock  .2954



8.  Justin Young  .3034

9.  Joel Nader  .3070



10.  Robert Wahl  .3082


Sunday we shot the 200 yard stages of the match and we started off with the Heavy Varmint class. The wind conditions were a real challenge. We had steady winds 10 to nearly 20 mph with gusts at 25+. Starting off and winning match #1 was Ed Adams shooting a .484.  There were only 6 groups shot in that match that were under the 1 inch score and those were in the .900+ range. Of note was Eric Stanton who finished in 4th place even though he started of the aggregate shooting a 3.103 group. I’ll bet Eric very seldom shoots an add up of 3+ inch groups for an entire 200 yard aggregate. Eric’s five groups for the aggregate were smaller for each match in succession. He ended up shooting a .449 in match #5; another example of not giving up after a bad start. Shooting small group for the yardage was Earl Horgeshimer shooting a .261 in match #5. In looking over the Bug Hole print out for this yardage, there were some rally ugly targets. I’ve been shooting a long time and I can’t remember where groups at 200 yards were this bad. I could see that as the morning wore on the wind stated to ease up as the groups for matches 4 and 5, especially #5 got smaller.
2026 Cactus Classic Heavy Varmint 200 Yard Champion    Butch Fjoser

1.  Butch Fjoser  .5224


2.  Bob Hamister  .5367

3.  Ed Adams  .5712



4.  Eric Stanton  .5875

5.  Lester Bruno  .5967


6.  Kelly Ellis  .6192
7.  Jack Snyder  .6212



8.  Paul Weaver  .6406

9.  Jarrod hahn  .6493



10.  Scott Young   .6602


Next up on Sunday was the Light Varmint class 200 yards.  The wind conditions eased up considerably as the aggregates will show. Starting off the match was Mr. enthusiastic Robert Wahl winning match #1 shooting a .358. This group and three other competitive groups pushed Bob into the top 10 finishing in 4th place.
Butch Fjoser and his shooting buddy Ed Adams went at as they did all weekend for the win.  Ed got Butch in match #4 shooting a .326 to Butches high five. However in match five Butch turned the tables on ED when he shot a .432 while ED shot a low .600; thus giving him the win. At this point I am compelled to explain what happened in this aggregate. I was the chief referee for the weekend. In match # 1 a shooter inadvertently fired a shot prior to the commence firing command. I happened several benches from my bench and In my hast to figure out who it was while I was still sitting at my bench the shooter raised his hand and explained it was an accident. Nevertheless it amounts to a disqualification. Me not paying attention to the match commands once I knew who it was proceeded to load my rifle and fire a shot even though the commence fire command was not given. The end result; I had to disqualify a shooter for the early shot and myself for an early shot because I had my head up my ---.  The lesson is pay attention and follow the rules and maybe you’ll shoot well and have some fun.
2026 Cactus Classic Light Varmint 200 Yard Champion    Butch Fjoser

1.  Butch Fjoser  .2905


2.  Ed Adams  .2955
3.  Jim Wheeler  .3015


4.  Robert Wahl  .3184

5.  Lester Bruno  .3431


6.  Paul Weaver  .3655

7.  Chuck Miller  .3714


8.  Jonas Sandberg  .3806

9.  Jim Aylor  .3845



10.  Sal Bonilla  .3861






2026 Cactus Classic Champions

Light Varmint

  


Heavy Varmint


2-GUN
1.  Jim Wheeler  .2946


1.  Butch Fjoser  .3884

1.  Ed Adams  .3601
2.  Ed Adams  .3019



2.  Ed Adams  .4184


2.  Butch Fjoser  .3710

3.  Butch Fjoser  .3535


3.  Bob Hamister  .4428

3.  Bob Hamister  .4217

4.  Lester Bruno  .3545


4.  Eric Stanton  .4634


4.  Eric Stanton  .4308

5.  Chuck Miller  .3790


5.  Jarrod Hahn  .4716


5.  Lester Bruno  .4320
6.  Joel Nader  .3891



6.  Kelly Ellis  .4963


6.  Jim Wheeler  .4354

7.  Eric Stanton  .3982



7.  Paul Weaver  .4998

7.  Joel Nader  .4547
8.  Bob Hamister  .4006


8.  Kendal Hughes  .5030

8.  Jarrod hahn  .4574

9.  Lou Murdica  .4098


9.  Lester Bruno  .5095

9.  Paul Weaver  .4628

10.  Jim Aylor  .4116



10.  Jack Snyder  .5160

10.  Chuck Miller  .4637


Special thanks goes out to those shooters that set up the match frames and the Backer system. I’ve said it before; with out the shooters participation in the match setup we most likely wouldn’t be able to hold registered matches.  In addition, I speak for the shooters who shoot the matches; thank you to the Arizona Benchrest Shooters group Matt Schwartzkopf – Match Director   Sherri Jo Gallagher – Range Officer  Michelle Gallagher – Match Scorer for running the matches. We also have a few friends that come out to help run a match the size of the Cactus match; thank you as well. 

A in years past industry sponsors helped make the Cactus Classic a special shooting tournament Thanks you to all that support the Matches at Ben Avery.  If your at a match and see someone from the industry take a minute and thank them for their participation in support for matches and keeping the products at state of art.

Sponsors---

Berger

Creedmore Sports

Shilen Rifles

Bruno Shooters Supply

K+M

Krieger Barrels

VitaVuori

IOSSO Products

Lilja Barrels
Crackerjack Earplugs

Go Precision

Forseter Products

Starline
Murdica


Kelbly’s

PMA TOOL

Lapua

21st Century Shooting 


